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Partnership With NCCAOM on Credentialing Integrative Health Practitioners---New open Access Resource Under Development
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Recently, the Academic Consortium for Complementary and Alternative Health Care (ACCAHC) received a request for information from a concerned hospital administrator. The institution\'s medical doctor--sponsor of a licensed acupuncturist was taking a job elsewhere. No other medical acupuncturist was on staff. How could the outpatient/inpatient program for offering services of a licensed acupuncturist continue? Did ACCAHC\'s Center for Optimal Integration have information on other credentialing processes and practices?

ACCAHC\'s center team quickly realized that its goal of building resources for optimal integration of acupuncturists and other integrative health and medicine practitioners was missing an important component if credentialing and privileging information was not available. Administrators had the same questions regarding massage therapists, doctors of chiropractic and naturopathic medicine, and others. An ACCAHC member organization, the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM), had initiated a parallel project. The NCCAOM initiative was to support licensed acupuncturists and particularly NCCAOM-certified practitioners at the diplomate level.

NCCAOM\'s chief executive officer, Kory Ward-Cook, PhD, MT (ASCP), CAE, explained NCCAOM\'s decision to partner with ACCAHC through a grant and a collaborative team: "We are seeing rapidly growing interest of hospitals and other medical facilities in bringing the services of our diplomates to their patients. At the same time, we know that many administrators are still mystified about how to bring them in."

Ward-Cook and her staff built an expert task force of acupuncturists credentialed into facilities such as Lutheran Medical Center (New York), Mayo Clinic (Minnesota), Cedar Hills Hospital (Oregon), and the US military facilities. For the NCCAOM-ACCAHC partnership, this experienced team enhanced insights gleaned by ACCAHC\'s staff member Jennifer Olejownik, PhD, from 2 dozen additional professionals identified and interviewed. Many are associated with the other professions, and each helped identify internal or external documents to share on the center site.

This ACCAHC resource is currently under construction at the center\'s site ([www.optimalintegration.org](http://www.optimalintegration.org)). The goal of the project is to put useful tools in the hands of administrators and practitioners so that services of acupuncturists and other integrative practitioners can be more readily available to provide optimal patient care. Let us know if you have additional resources to contribute.

**Submitted by:** Martha Brown Menard, PhD, LMT, and Liza Goldblatt, PhD, MHA/PA

Academic Consortium for Integrative Medicine & Health
=====================================================
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The Consortium, an organization devoted to advancing the principles of integrative medicine and health within academic institutions and health systems, is growing.

In the past few months, 3 new health systems have joined the Consortium. Sutter Health System in Northern California is directed by Jeff Draisin, MD, and the home of the Institute for Health and Healing and the Santa Rosa Integrative Family Medicine Fellowship. Beaumont Health consists of 8 hospitals in Southeast Michigan and is the home of a vibrant integrative medicine program directed by Dr Maureen Anderson, medical director, and Gail Elliott-Patricolo, director. University Hospitals Case Medical Center, the primary affiliate hospital of Case Western Reserve University, is the home of the Connor Integrative Health Network, led by Medical Director Dr Francoise Adan. The Consortium is pleased to welcome these health systems. Together with the other 59 member institutions, the Consortium continues to carry out its mission of advancing integrative medicine and health through academic institutions and health systems.

Don\'t forget to mark your calendars to attend the Consortium\'s 2016 International Congress on Integrative Medicine & Health. The Congress will be held May 15-20, 2016, at the Green Valley Resort just outside of Las Vegas, Nevada. For this meeting, the Consortium and our national and international colleagues will inhabit the entire resort and it is expected to be the largest integrative medicine and health conference we have ever convened. The week will start on May 15 with an evening members reception followed the next day by the annual Consortium member\'s meeting and dinner. Pre-congress workshops will start on May 17, followed by 3 days of sessions highlighting exciting developments in the field. This year, the congress has expanded to include sessions for all areas of integrative medicine and health---clinical, research, education, and policy. Mark your calendars and watch this column in coming issues for more details. Information on the entire week is available at <https://www.imconsortium.org/events/events.cfm>.

Please be sure to check out the Consortium\'s redesigned website: [www.imconsortium.org](http://www.imconsortium.org). Faculty, staff, students, and trainees affiliated with Consortium member institutions can access the members only section of the website. There, members can find archived recordings of grand round webinars, resources from the working groups, information from past annual meetings, and more.

**Submitted by:** Sian Cotton, PhD, membership chair, and Margaret A. Chesney, PhD, chair, ACIMH
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The Academy of Integrative Health & Medicine (AIHM) is accepting applications for its new interprofessional fellowship in Integrative Health & Medicine, directed by Tieraona Low Dog, MD, and in budding partnership with the Oregon Collaborative for Integrative Medicine.

The fellowship is the first of its kind to actually be integrative by virtue of its broad spectrum of professional fellows. At this time, applications are being accepted by naturopathic, chiropractic, medical and osteopathic physicians, advanced practice registered nurses and registered nurses with a master\'s or doctorate in a health related field, licensed acupuncturists, registered dieticians, dentists, pharmacists, psychologists, and licensed clinical social workers.

Fellows will focus on diverse modules offered over eight quarters of training; the curriculum will largely be delivered online by an engaging community of interactive faculty, in addition to clinical requirements, electives, and in-person retreats. Classes are limited to 60 individuals, and the first cohort will begin training in February 2016.

AIHM is preparing for its first international conference. The International Congress for Integrative Health & Medicine: From Disease Treatment to Health Creation will be held in Stuttgart, Germany June 9-11, 2016. The primary organizers of the event in addition to AIHM are the Anthroposophical Medicine Society and the Institute for Functional Medicine, organized by DAMiD, the interprofessional organization for anthroposophic medicine in Germany. See [www.icihm.org](http://www.icihm.org) for more details.

AIHM membership isn\'t just for individuals anymore: the organization launched the Association Leadership Council in August 2015 to allow associations to become AIHM members.

The Association Leadership Council membership dues and benefits model was conceived by a group of collaborative association leaders representing a diversity of health professionals and organizations.

Members of the Association Leadership Council work collaboratively to create priorities for AIHM and make integrative health and medicine the worldwide standard. They increase interprofessional access to education to produce better-trained integrative professionals.

These new endeavors are made possible by a dedicated board and staff, committed volunteers and members, and the new Dream Builders Society. The Dream Builders Society is an enhanced membership program offering benefits including 5-year, 7-year and lifetime terms; free lifetime conference registration; and other attractive features. Benefits vary depending on which of 4 membership circles participants join, ranging from \$1500 to \$10 000.

To learn more about the Dream Builders Society or to become a Dream Builder, visit <https://aihm.org/dream-builders/>

**Submitted by:** Nan Sudak, co--chief executive officer, AIHM
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==================================
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The Integrative, Complementary and Traditional Health Practices Section of the American Public Health Association (APHA) proudly announces that we are more than 500 members strong! Section members include researchers, academics, providers, students, and healthcare policy advocates who support interdisciplinary efforts to improve global health and wellness. Students are particularly welcome in our section; each year 3 students are awarded certificates of excellence for their poster presentations at the annual meeting.

Our group recently finished preparing for APHA\'s annual meeting, which was held in Chicago October 30 through November 4. The theme of this year\'s gathering was "Health in All Policies." Our section sponsored 3 days of programming that included scientific presentations, roundtable discussions, and poster presentations. Featured guest speakers this year include John Scaringe, DC, EdD and John Weeks.

John Scaringe is president and chief executive officer for the Southern California University of Health Sciences (SCU), Whittier. He holds a doctorate of chiropractic from New York Chiropractic College, Seneca Falls; a master\'s of science degree in kinesiology from California State University, Los Angeles; and a doctorate in educational leadership from California State University. Scaringe has published extensively on change management and is a frequent lecturer on academic leadership and trends in healthcare education. He has served as the associate editor for the *Journal of Sports Chiropractic and Rehabilitation* and on the editorial advisory board of the journal *Manual Therapy*.

John Weeks has worked in integrative health for 32 years as a chronicler, speaker, organizer, and executive. He is best known for his online publication *The* *Integrator Blog News & Reports*. Weeks has consulted with the National Institutes of Health, American Hospital Association, Institute for Health and Productivity Management, numerous professional and academic organizations, and for the World Health Organization on its Traditional Medicine Strategy: 2014-2023. He has been active in creating and directing multi-stake-holder initiatives including the Integrative Health Policy Consortium and the Academic Consortium for Complementary and Alternative Health Care. Four academic institutions have granted him honorary doctorates.

For more information about APHA\'s Annual Meeting, please visit [www.apha.org/events-and-meetings/annual](http://www.apha.org/events-and-meetings/annual). To see the listing of programming planned for the Integrative, Complementary and Traditional Health Practices section, visit <https://apha.confex.com/apha/143am/webprogram/ICTHP.html>.

**Submitted by:** Beth Sommers, PhD, MPH, LAc

Australian Research Centre in Complementary and Integrative Medicine
====================================================================
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The Oxford International Primary Care Research Leadership Program Cohort 5 (Senior Cohort) has recently reconvened at Queens College, University of Oxford, for the 2015 Program Residential. In addition to promoting established collaborations around a number of primary healthcare topics, the senior cohort of 8 international academics---including Professor Jon Adams (UTS: ARCCIM), Professor Alastair Hay (University of Bristol), Professor Sarah Purdy (University of Bristol), Professor Guri Rortveit (University of Bergen), Dr Lena Sanci (Uni of Melbourne), Dr Tjard Schermer (Nijmegan University), Dr Henk Schers (Nijmegan University), and Professor Danielle van der Windt (Keele University)---have also advanced practice-based research network designs and capacity building initiatives in a number of settings.

The Australian Research Centre in Complementary and Integrative Medicine (ARCCIM) has recently appointed a new postdoctoral research fellow, Dr Jane Frawley to help develop and conduct a competitive government funded (Australian Research Council) project. Dr Frawley has recently been awarded her doctorate from UTS: ARCCIM examining the use of complementary and integrative medicine among pregnant women---cutting-edge work that has seen her publish more than 25 peer-reviewed publications in just 3 years. Dr Frawley\'s new research position will involve an examination of complementary medicine self-care use in relation to asthma, depression, osteoporosis, osteoarthritis, and diabetes. Dr Frawley brings a wealth of experience and an impressive research track record to the position, and her appointment brings the ARCCIM core team to 10 full-time research-intensive academic staff.

Finally, ARCCIM has also recently received generous support from the Jacka Foundation for Natural Therapies (JFNT) for a number of research capacity building initiatives focused upon the naturopathic community. As part of this JFNT-funded program, ARCCIM will be establishing and undertaking the first national mentorship workshop series across Australia whereby naturopaths can develop research understanding, engagement, and skills.

**Submitted by:** Jon Adams, PhD

Integrative Healthcare Policy Consortium
========================================
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Introducing Integrative Care and CMC to National Pain Policy Leaders State Pain Policy Leaders State Pain Policy Advocacy Network (SPPAN)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In August, IHPC executive director Alyssa Wostrel led a presentation on the state of integrative pain care at the annual Leadership Advisory Council meeting of the SPPAN in Kansas City, Missouri. (SPPAN is a project of the American Academy of Pain Management, [www.sppan.aapainmanage.org](http://www.sppan.aapainmanage.org).)

This was a rare occasion for national pain advocacy and policy leaders to hear a comprehensive overview of the important clinical advances integrative pain management has made in recent years and the potential for increasing access through the proper implementation of the Affordable Care Act section 2706.

Earlier this year, SPPAN defined CoverMyCare as one of its primary policy partners. Since then, Ms Wostrel and SPPAN director Amy Goldstein have developed collaborations that include SPPAN members such as the National Fibromyalgia and Chronic Pain Association (NFCPA), whose president Jan Chambers attended this meeting.

Other attendees represented the US Pain Foundation, the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy, American Academy of Family Practitioners, and the American Society for Pain Management Nursing, among others.

Ms Wostrel presented in person and was joined remotely by John Blum of the University of Loyola Chicago law school and a member of the IHPC nondiscrimination committee and by Taylor Walsh, project director of CoverMyCare ([www.covermycare.org](http://www.covermycare.org)).

Mr Blum described the evolution of section 2706 and the difficulty encountered in actually getting the law implemented since it went into effect January 1, 2014. He explained the confusing frequently-asked-questions document issued in 2013 by the US Department of Health and Human Services and the revision released in May 2015.

Mr Walsh followed with an account of the recent initiatives in US states where bills that adopt the language and intent of 2706 have passed (Oregon and Rhode Island) or are in preparation.

Ms Wostrel presented in October 2015 at NFCPA\'s Treatment and Prevention (TAP) Chronic Pain Conference (<http://www.fmcpaware.org>).

For more information about other advocacy and policy work IHPC is engaged in, please visit both [www.ihpc.org](http://www.ihpc.org) and [www.covermycare.org](http://www.covermycare.org).

**Submitted by:** Taylor Walsh, project director, CoverMyCare

International Society of Complementary Medicine Research
========================================================
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ISCMR has been focused on refining its internal structure for the summer, with a new website and updated bylaws in the works. In the meantime, ISCMR has launched its 2015-16 Scientific Article Prize competition. This prize, generously funded by the Dr. Rogers Prize in Canada, is to support and highlight high-quality research in the field of CAM and integrative medicine/healthcare. Any ISCMR member can submit a CAM or integrative medicine focused article published within the last 2 years. It should address a clear knowledge gap or important issue in the field and highlight the research\'s impact of the results on health and society. The prize includes \$5000 CDN cash, coverage of travel and registration at the next congress in 2016---the ICIMH in Las Vegas, with the Academic Consortium for Integrative Medicine and Health---and a 1-year ISCMR membership. The deadline for submissions is November 15, 2015, 11:59 pm PST.

The European chapter of ISCMR held its annual meeting at the 8th European Congress for Integrative Medicine in Greater Copenhagen, Denmark, September 27, 2015. The new structure for ISCMR Chapters, including new funding for Chapters, was the primary, lively topic for the meeting. The new European Chapter will start with its current scope and begin exploring its options and opportunities for activities once the final bylaws have been ratified by the ISCMR membership. In anticipation of the new bylaws, elections for the group were postponed, with the current members---Drs Weidenhammer (chair), Nissen, Reiter, Robinson, and Wolf---continuing in their roles for the interim.

**Submitted by:** Antony Porcino, BSc, PhD, secretary, board of directors, ISCMR

Nordic Integrative Medicine
===========================

![](gahmj.2015.127.g008){#F8}

Inspired by the very positive experiences in the United States with the "integrative" approach to patient care, Shelley Noble-Letort, PhD, a visionary American healthcare expert who lives and works in Copenhagen, established Nordic Integrative Medicine (NIM) in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 2014.

Dr Noble-Letort, who is the chief executive officer of NIM, quickly gathered a strong international board of professionals with backgrounds in medical technology and research, business, and public healthcare administration as well as a scientific advisory board.

The immediate objective of NIM was to host the 8th Global Summit on Integrative Medicine and Healthcare, which took place in Copenhagen and Elsinore September 26-27, 2015, with the participation of 300 medical professionals from all over the world, including some of the world\'s leading experts in integrated healthcare systems and patient treatment.

The second objective of NIM was to establish a center in Scandinavia dedicated to integrative medicine. This is already well underway. NIM has entered discussions with the World Trade Center in Ballerup, a progressive community of 50 000 in northwest Greater Copenhagen that will use NIM as the basis for building a large healthcare center. Dr Noble-Letort expects the NIM center to be fully operational by May 2016.

In the short span of a year, NIM has managed to attract major sponsors from the medical industry and, interestingly enough, from insurance companies. One of NIM\'s board members has estimated that the insurance companies, which under the Danish healthcare system cover the medical expenses for companies whose employees go on long-term unemployment or retire from the workforce early, stand to save 6 digits in cost---hence the considerable interest and attention of the industry to this new development.

Likewise, NIM has calculated that the 5.5 million Danish people in general will save several million dollars in annual expenses to treat chronic diseases like diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and depression and stress-related diseases. At the same time, integrative medicine in other countries has documented increased quality of patient care, and NIM predicts that this approach to patient treatment offers the best chance for societies to curb the escalating costs in healthcare.

Several communities in Denmark have expressed an interest in looking into establishing other NIM centers in their areas, and NIM already has other countries in mind for rolling out centers in the years to come.

**Submitted by:** Torben Riise, PhD, MBA, board member, NIM
